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Monasterium.net
OVERVIEW
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Database for medieval and early modern 
charters

Launched 
around 2002

169 Archives

1.952 Fonds 182 collections

624.926 charters 842.963 images
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Collaborative working environment
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Online document editor

User created collections

User created documents

Automatically save changes

Moderated publication

Detailed diplomatic metadata



Technology stack

Apache web server

eXist-db – XML Database

AJAX based frontend
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XML
MAIN DATA FORMAT IN MONASTERIUM.NET

17/11/2017 6



Reminder: XML

Short for “Extensible Markup Language”

Mainly aimed at documents (as opposed to relational/table structures or graphs)

Strict rules for well-formedness

Possibility to specify allowed data using different schema languages (DTD, XML-Schema, Relax NG)

Widely used (XHTML, SVG, Atom, Open Office, EAD, TEI, …)
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XML in MOM-CA

Atom
Document metadata

User data

EAG Archive metadata

EAD Collection data

CEI Charter data
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CEI
THE CHARTERS’ ENCODING INITIATIVE
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Charters are documents
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Overview

http://www.cei.lmu.de/project

Started 2004

Related to TEI – Text Encoding Initiative

Encodes whole charters

Detailed, scientific expressive metadata
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Basic building blocks

cei:front

• Sources for 
abstract

• Sources for full 
text

cei:body

• Signature

• Charter 
description

• Full text

cei:back
• Index data

• Notes
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Main content elements
cei:idno – Signature

cei:abstract – Charter abstract

cei:issued – Date and location of the charter issuing

cei:archIdentifier – Identifier of the containing archive

cei:auth – Charter authentication (seals, notarial marks)

cei:physicalDesc – Material, size, physical condition

cei:figure – Name and description of linked digital images

cei:diplomaticAnalysis – Diplomatic description; analysis; notes regarding the charter

cei:tenor – The full text with diplomatic mark up (formulary, persons, places, et al.)
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CEI in MOM-CA
VARIOUS USES
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Input
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Output

17/11/2017 16



Searching
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Thank you
HTTP://MONASTERIUM.NET

HTTP://ICAR-US.EU
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http://monasterium.net/
http://icar-us.eu/

